About Land Trusts

Land trusts are charitable organizations that conserve land
by purchasing or accepting donations of land and conservation
easements. Land trust work is based on voluntary agreements
with landowners and creating projects with win-win
outcomes for communities.

Nearly a hundred land trusts work to protect important
lands across Pennsylvania. Governed by unpaid
boards of directors, they range from all-volunteer
groups working in a single municipality
to large multi-county organizations with
a dozen or more staff. They depend
on landowner goodwill, member
support and other donations for
their continuing efforts.

Some land trusts address a
wide variety of conservation needs.
Some focus on a single conservation
priority. Land trusts may conserve
land to protect our rivers, streams and
groundwater. They may protect community
open space for new parks, scenic views,
wildlife preserves or neighborhood gardens.
They may conserve productive farmland or working
forests. Some focus on protecting biodiversity while
others preserve traditional hunting grounds.

Regardless of size or conservation focus, Pennsylvania’s land
trusts share a commitment to conserving natural resources for
the people of today and for the generations not yet born.

The Mid-Atlantic Karst Conservancy preserves, ensures access to, acquires,
and manages caves and karst areas for conservation, scientific study, and
recreational caving. In addition, the Conservancy educates landowners, cavers,
and the general public of the importance of

W karst resources and ways to preserve them.
Visit www.karst.org

Conservation Options

Land trusts and landowners as well as government can
access a variety of voluntary tools for conserving special
places. The basic tools are described below.

A land trust can acquire land. The land trust then
takes care of the property as a wildlife preserve,
public recreation area or other conservation purpose.
A landowner and land trust may create an
agreement known as a conservation easement.

The easement limits certain uses on all or a
portion of a property for conservation
purposes while keeping the property in
the landowner’s ownership and control.
Landowners can donate land and
easements. These charitable gifts
may qualify the donor for federal tax
deductions. In unusual cases, the
land trust may offer to purchase a
property interest for an agreed-to
price using donations from others.
A land trust can acquire a property,
place a conservation easement on it, and
then sell it to a conservation buyer—someone
who wants to own a conserved property.
Sometimes a municipality or state agency wishes to
conserve a property but can’t meet the financial or timing
demands of the landowner. A land trust can help by
acquiring and then donating or selling the land to the
government when the government is ready.

The Pennsylvania Land Trust Association fosters public understanding of
conservation issues, advances public policy and provides land trusts and local
governments with resources and training to more effectively

@ PENNSYLVANIA conserve land. It is comprised of more
LAND TRUST than 70 voting conservation organizations.
ASSOCIATION Visit www.conserveland.org

The world we have
created is a product
of our thinking.

It cannot be changed
without changing
our thinking.

~ Albert Einstein
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Conserving Caves

The Dark Wilderness
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Kim Metzgar is an avid caver and researcher

cave in coming years, thanks to

caves open so that our children



“We are interested in caves as conservationists. We want
to preserve caves for clean water and so cave creatures are
protected.”

Kim and other cave enthusiasts formed the Mid-
Atlantic Karst Conservancy in 1997 to protect caves
from being closed to the public—or worse—ruined.
The Conservancy negotiates leases with cave owners or,
as in the case of Hall Cave in Huntingdon County,
it buys caves and the lands above them. Hall Cave was
the Conservancy’s first purchase.

Caves are home to rare and odd species and, of course,
fantastic rock formations created drip-by-drip over
thousands of years. Caves are also often crucial to clean
water as their streams resurge as springs out of hillsides.

Do more than protest

Kim and Tom Metzgar spent their honeymoon
planning a way to save Copperhead Cave. Particularly,
they wanted to protect Trout Run, a Westmoreland
County stream emanating
from the limestone
below the cave.

The Metzgars attended
a meeting of people who
were concerned with a
proposal to mine away
the limestone walls, floor

and ceiling of the cave.

The meeting was one of

many attended by cavers
and other concerned
residents.

“Certain areas are
more sensitive than
others. We don’t expect
to save every cave,” said
Kim. “In Copperhead
Cave’s case it was not just
about the cave, it was about
water supply.”

Caving requires
fitting in

Trout Run feeds the reservoir
that supplies drinking water to 5000
customers of Blairsville. Mining the cave would
not only pollute the water; it would also destroy
the natural conduit of the water supply.

“We knew that if they mined the limestone walls of
the cave, it would be like removing the water supply pipe
leading to a house,” Kim said. “You might have water, but
it will probably come through your basement.”

It took eight years to resolve, but four citizen’s groups

did succeed in stopping the limestone mining project by 1998.

And the idea of forming the Mid-Atlantic Karst

Conservancy was sparked.

“We felt that there were threats like this to caves all
the time,” said Kim. “All of them may not be significant,

but we needed to do more than protest.”

The Conservancy now manages
six caves, four of those in Pennsylvania.

Kanrst is an irregular limestone area
where water has dissolved limestone,
creating caverns, underground
streams, fissures and sinkholes.

Conserving Hall Cave
Hall Cave has been a popular caving

site since the 1960s. Innumerable cavers
have trekked across Bill and Martha
Anderson’s land to visit the cave. Bill serenad-

ed many of them. His harmonica renditions of

“You are My Sunshine” and other old time songs are leg-
endary in the caving community. And he let you wash
your boots off in his basement upon return.

“We’ve had scouts and Penn State’s conservation
group—we had so many groups go explore the cave,” Bill
said. “But we're up in years and we can’t take care of it

the way we used to.”

The Andersons approached a Conservancy volunteer
to see if he knew of a cave enthusiast who would want to
buy their property. Although the Conservancy was young
and poor, the members felt they had to seize the conserva-
tion opportunity.

A few thousand dollars loaned by two board members
and a fund drive resulted in the money needed to buy the

property.

Bill and Martha Anderson shortly after selling Hall Cave and nine acres to the
Karst Conservancy

“We formed with 11 members, pitching in $10 each.
We expected to buy a cave, but not within 8 months of
forming the Conservancy,” Kim said. “The Andersons are
really good folks. They could have gotten a lot more
money for their land.”

Bill Anderson explained: “The Mid-Atlantic Karst
Conservancy wanted to preserve it for the future and for
youth. That’s the part we wanted to see.”

The Conservancy may have made the purchase right
in time. Huntingdon County’s wildly popular Raystown
Lake has spurred development of second homes and
resorts. Hall Cave would surely have been closed to make
way for construction if it had not been conserved.

Overall, the Andersons had a positive experience
in the years they owned Hall Cave. Other landowners
haven’t been so lucky. Vandalism, littering and liability
issues cause many to close caves off to the public.

“Property owners have told us that we were the
first people that asked permission to go in. These kind
of pressures cause people to get angry and close caves,”
said Kim.

Closing caves means that generations of people
won’t have the adventure and the education of
entering a wild cave.

Ann Molosky, owner of Lincoln Caverns, a
commercial cavern a short distance from Halls, is a
volunteer for her local Girl Scouts. She runs education
programs on groundwater, cave critters and cave safety
before taking her teenage scouts for a caving adventure
in Hall.

“It’s wonderful that there’s a group like MAKC

to allow us access to a wild cave,” she says.

Tom
Metzgar will
climb
through
anything

Conserving Caves
The Dark Wilderness

Creatures in the Dark

Caves, previously the realm of geologists and
cavers, are gaining popularity with biologists. It turns
out that these dark environments—once thought to
have little life—actually host a variety of odd creatures.

Scientists have discovered bacteria that help form
crystals and eat sulphur and other microbes that look
hopeful in creating cancer drugs.

The best-known cave inhabitant is of course the
bat. They too are contributing to medical research.

“They’re studied for the development of instrumen-
tation for the blind using bat echolocation systems.
Researchers are looking at bat enzymes

that may be useful as medicines for
heart and stroke victims,” said
Jim Kennedy, cave resources
specialist for Bat Conservation
International based in Austin,
Texas. Jim is a Pennsylvania
native and long-time caver.

Jim added, “Pennsylvania has about
1,200 known caves and only 10 percent of those are
suitable for large numbers of bats.”

These caves should be protected—if only to protect
our own skins. Bats can consume up to 1200 mosquito-
sized insects an hour. And considering they feed for
several hours an evening, that’s effective insect control.

For more information, visit www.conserveland.org



