


THE BIENNIAL GREENWAYS 
& TRAILS SUMMIT SEEKS TO 
INSPIRE IMPROVEMENTS AND 
EXPANSION TO PENNSYLVANIA’S 
TRAIL SYSTEM, BUILD PEER 
NETWORKS, AND CELEBRATE 
SUCCESSFUL PROJECTS 
CONNECTING THE PUBLIC 
TO LAND AND WATER TRAILS 
THROUGHOUT THE STATE. 

The Summit is financed in part by a grant from the Pennsylvania Recreational Trails 
Program, Federal Highway Administration, administered by the Pennsylvania Department 
of Conservation and Natural Resources, Bureau of Recreation and Conservation



BAYFRONT CONVENTION  
CENTER INFORMATION
TRAVEL INFORMATION
The Bayfront Convention Center has easy access to the Erie 
International Airport and Interstates 90 and 79. Erie is a short 
drive from Pittsburgh, Buffalo and Cleveland and a half-day’s drive 
from Detroit, Harrisburg, PA, and Rochester, NY.
1 Sassafras Pier 
Erie, PA 16507
P: 814-455-1260 | F: 814-879-0910
info@bayfrontconventioncenter.com

PARKING
The BCC has 471 parking spaces on Sassafras Pier. Overnight 
parking on BCC property is prohibited, check with your hotel for 
overnight parking instructions.

OFF-SITE EVENT WALKING DIRECTIONS
ERIE MARITIME MUSEUM 
150 East Front Street, Erie, PA 16507

DOBBINS LANDING
1 Dobbins Lane, Erie, PA 16501

BAYFRONT MARITIME CENTER
40 Holland St, Erie, PA 16507

Find More Food and Fun 
Download the free Hello Erie trip planning app 
presented by VisitErie to find restaurants and 
additional recreational opportunities.

Tag us on social media:  
@WeConservePA /#PAGreenwaysTrails21

 Nicholas A. Tonelli
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THANK YOU TO OUR HOSTS, COMMITTEE, AND SUPPORTERS
An event of this size and scope simply would not be possible without the hard work and financial support of many.  
WeConservePA would like to sincerely thank the following organizations and individuals for their support:
SUMMIT HOSTS

PLANNING COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Joy Fronzoli  
Erie County Department of Planning & Community Development 
Planning Committee Chair, Sponsorship Committee Chair

Frank Maguire 
Formerly with Pennsylvania Environmental Council  
Programming Committee Co-Chair

Melinda Meyer 
Erie County Department of Planning & Community Development  
Programming Committee Co-Chair

Ashley Lawson 
Blue Zones Project Corry 
Mobile Seminar Committee Co-Chair

Shannon Wohlford 
Blue Zones Project Corry 
Mobile Seminar Committee Co-Chair

Courtney Mahronich-Vita 
Friends of the Riverfront 
Marketing Committee Chair

David Tamulonis 
Erie Downtown Partnership  
Hospitality Committee Chair

Ray Bierbower 
PA DCNR, Bureau of State Parks  
Volunteer Committee Chair

Emily Aloiz 
Erie County Department of Planning & Community Development

Kristen Currier 
Erie County Conservation District

Jennifer Farrar 
Asbury Woods Nature Center

Court Gould 
Consultant, formerly Erie Community Foundation

Joe Holody 
VisitErie

Kim Harris 
Oil Region Alliance

Jessica Horan-Kunco 
Erie Area Council of Governments

Alex MacDonald 
PA DCNR, Bureau of Recreation and Conservation

Erin Wiley Moyers 
PA DCNR, Bureau of Recreation and Conservation

Tammy Roche 
Erie YMCA

Honey Stempka 
Erie County Department of Planning & Community Development
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EVENT SPONSORS
Trail Angels
Barry Isett & Associates, PC

Dahlkemper Landscape Architects & Contractors

Erie to Pittsburgh Trail Alliance

Foundation for PA Watersheds

Herbert, Rowland & Grubick, Inc

Oil Region National Heritage Area

Pashek + MTR

Pennsylvania Environmental Council

PennTrails, LLC

Urban Engineers

Trekkers
Asbury Woods

Blue Zones Project Corry

Creative Composites Group

Environmental Planning & Design

Erie Community Foundation

Erie Metropolitan Transit Authority

Erie Insurance

Lake Erie Region Conservancy

PA Downtown Center

Prosser Power Group, LLC

VisitErie

In-Kind
Erie Metropolitan Transit Authority

Mazza Vineyards

ANNUAL SPONSORS
Advocacy Matters

Brandywine Conservancy

Claytor Noone Plastic Surgery

Conservation Fund

Hamilton, Musser PC

Natural Lands

Schiffman, Sheridan & Brown, PC

Western Pennsylvania Conservancy

CONNECT
ADAPT
CELEBRATE

Environmental Planning & Design developed the plan for the brownfield 
site immediately adjacent to the Erie County Bayfront Convention Center 
and the western segment of the Bayfront Promenade.



6

20
21

 P
en

ns
ylv

an
ia 

Gr
ee

nw
ay

s &
 Tr

ail
s S

um
mi

t

AGENDA-AT-A-GLANCE
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 19
10AM | Registration Desk Opens

10:30AM | Morning Field Trips Depart 
Check in at the registration desk, then gather at the front entrance of 
the Bayfront Convention Center for boarding.  Lunch will be provided 
off-site.

11:30AM | Lunch 
Boxed lunches will be available in the Northpoint Lobby. 

12:30PM | Afternoon Field Trips Depart 
Check in at the registration desk, then gather at the front entrance of the 
Bayfront Convention Center for boarding. Registrants should eat onsite 
before boarding the bus.

1:00PM – 4:00PM | Erie Maritime Museum Tour and Open House 
An informal opportunity for summit attendees and their guests to tour 
the Erie Maritime Museum, located within walking-distance of the 
Bayfront Convention Center. See offsite locations, page 2. No  
registration required.

1:30PM – 2:00PM | Afternoon Snack Break

4:00PM – 4:30PM | Field Trips Return to Convention Center

5:00PM | Registration Desk Closes

5:00PM | Mile-0 Marker Dedication, Erie to Pittsburgh Trail 
This event is scheduled at Dobbins Landing, within walking distance  
of the Bayfront Convention Center. See offsite locations, page 1.

6:00PM – 8:00PM | Kick off Reception (dinner is on-your-own) 
This event is scheduled at the Bayfront Maritime Center within walking 
distance of the Bayfront Convention Center. Special musical guest Brooke 
Surgener. See offsite locations, page 2.

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 20
7:00AM – 8:00AM | Yoga at Dobbins Landing 
This event is scheduled at Dobbins Landing, within walking distance 
of the Bayfront Convention Center. Participants must BYO yoga mat 
and gather at the front entrance of the Bayfront Convention Center 
between 6:30AM and 6:45AM. See offsite locations, page 2. No 
registration required

8:00AM | Registration Desk Opens

8:00AM – 9:00AM | Breakfast 
Ballroom West, Bayfront Convention Center

9:00AM – 10:45AM | Morning Plenary and Keynote Address 

More information on featured speakers can be found on page 8

10:45AM | Morning Snack Break

11:00AM – Noon | Session I

Noon – 1:00PM | Lunch 
Ballroom West, Bayfront Convention Center

1:00PM – 1:45PM | Session II

1:45PM | Afternoon Snack Break

2:00PM – 2:45PM | Session III

3:00PM – 4:00PM | Session IV

5:00PM – 7:30PM | Reception and Dinner 
Northpoint Lobby, Sunset Terrace and Ballroom West, Bayfront 
Convention Center.  Special musical guests Slim & Red.

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 21
8:00AM | Registration Desk Opens

8:00AM – 9:00AM | Breakfast 
Ballroom West, Bayfront Convention Center

9:00AM – 10:00AM | Session I

10:15AM – 11:00AM | Session II

11:00AM | Morning Snack Break

11:15AM – Noon | Session III

Noon – 1:00PM | Lunch 
Ballroom West, Bayfront Convention Center. Lunch will include 
selection of raffle winner (winner must be present to collect).

1:00PM | Afternoon Field Trips Depart 
Registrants gather at the front entrance of the Bayfront Convention 
Center for boarding. Registrants should eat onsite before boarding  
the bus. 

1:00PM – 1:45PM | Session IV

3:00PM – 4:00PM | Field Trips Return

4:00PM | Event Close
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C R E A T I V E C O M P O S I T E S G R O U P. C O M

E.T. Techtonics 
Fiberglass Bridges & Boardwalks

•Low Maintenance

•Long-Lasting

•Lightweight

•Easy to Install

www.pashekmtr.com connecting people with the natural world

C
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CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

PMTR PA Greenways and Trails Program Ad.ai   1   7/14/2021   1:48:58 PM

Behind every built environment, there’s an 
engineering solution at work. Urban Engineers 
problem-solves, plans, and designs with 
clients across the country to enhance  
how people live, work, and play.

urbanengineers.com

Founded 1960 | Employee Owned

Urban Starts With You
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1

6
2

3

9

11

8

4

5

7

10

SKYBRIDGE

LOADING 
DOCK

ANCHOR 
PLAZA 

ENTRANCE

ANCHOR
PLAZA

SUNSET
TERRACE

PARKING LOT

Head north from the COURTYARD 
lobby, and turn right toward elevators. 

Take elevator to second floor. You do not 
need a guest key to access this floor.

Take left when exiting the elevators 
and use double doors on left. You can 
choose to take the stairs or go to the 
end of the hallway to use the elevator.

Take stairs or elevator to first floor.

PATH

ELEVATOR

STAIRS

SHERATON GUEST 
ELEVATORS 
No Skybridge Access

1 5 8

9

10

11

6

7

2

3

4E R I E  •  P E N N S Y L V A N I A

Head south toward the ANCHOR PLAZA 
ENTRANCE and take a left. Follow 
hallway to the end.

Turn right to enter the BAYFRONT 
CONVENTION CENTER . If continuing 
on to the Sheraton, head south toward 
the convention center lobby doors.

After passing through the first set of 
doors, use double doors to the right to 
access Skybridge elevators. 

Take elevators to fourth floor.

Take right when exiting the elevators and 
follow the Skybridge to the other side.

Take elevators to first floor.

Take right when exiting the elevators. 
Follow hallway to the lobby doors  
and take a left to enter the  
SHERATON lobby.

COURTYARD ⊲ BCC ⊲ SHERATON

FINDING YOUR WAY
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CONVENTION CENTER LAYOUT

Landscape Architecture

Master Planning • Feasibility, Planning, and Design 
of Parks and Recreation, Trails, and Streetscapes • 

Landscape Design • Grants

barryisett.com | 610.398.0904
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PLENARY SPEAKERS
WELCOME | 9:00AM – 9:45AM

Cindy Adams Dunn 
Secretary | PA Department of 
Conservation and Natural Resources

Cindy Adams Dunn became sixth 
secretary of the Department of 
Conservation and Natural Resources 
in June 2015. As secretary, Dunn has 
helped position Pennsylvania as a 

leader in land conservation, outdoor recreation, green practices, and 
public land management. During her tenure, the department created 
the Pennsylvania Outdoor Corps to connect youth and young adults 
with job opportunities relating to the outdoors and the environment. 
She also has directed the agency to provide leadership on planting 
forest buffers along streams to improve water quality. Under her 
direction, Pennsylvania continues efforts to address the impacts of 
climate change, including helping the commonwealth adapt and 
implement a plan to reduce its impacts on state forests and parks.

Prior to this, Dunn served as the president and chief executive officer 
of PennFuture.  Her previous positions at DCNR include Deputy 
Secretary of Conservation and Technical Services from 2007-2013, 
Director of the Bureau of Recreation and Conservation, and Director 
of the Office of Education, Communications and Partnerships.

Kathy Dahlkemper 
County Executive | Erie County

Kathy Dahlkemper took office as 
Erie County Executive on Jan. 7, 
2014. She previously represented 
Pennsylvania’s 3rd Congressional 
District in the U.S. House of 
Representatives, serving from 2009 to 

2011. As County Executive, Dahlkemper has served on the National 
Association of Counties-National League of Cities taskforce on the 
opioid epidemic. She has been appointed by Pennsylvania Gov. Tom 
Wolf to serve on the Great Lakes Commission, as well as on the state’s 
Redistricting Reform Commission. She currently serves as second vice 
president for the County Executives of America and is on the National 
Association of Counties International Economic Development Task 
Force and Community, Economic and Workforce Development 
Steering Committee. She is a member of the Pennsylvania Center for 
Women and Politics advisory board. Since early 2020, she has partnered 
with the Erie County Department of Health to guide the community 
through the multiple and monumental challenges associated with the 
COVID-19 pandemic. As Erie County Executive, she continues to work 
with public and private partners to build a more vibrant community, to 
create opportunities for all residents, and to move Erie County forward.

KEYNOTE | 9:45AM – 10:45AM
A Journey of Activism, 
Environmental Justice, Diversity 
and Sustainability
As an African American activist 
and environmentalist, Fred Tutman 
has embarked on an 18-year (so far) 
journey to reconnect to his own 
origins and mobilize a movement  

to salvage one of Maryland’s most geopolitically significant rivers.  
Fred will share some of the lessons learned via his personal journey  
of activism, environmental justice, community organizing, diversity, 
and sustainability. 

Fred was born and raised along the Patuxent River as were seven 
generations of his ancestors before him. As the Patuxent Riverkeeper, 
an organization he founded in 2004, Fred is a grassroots community 
advocate for clean water in Maryland’s longest and deepest intrastate 
waterway. He is among the longest serving Waterkeepers in the 
Chesapeake region and the only African American Waterkeeper  
in the nation.

He lives on an active farm located near the Patuxent that has been 
his family’s ancestral home for nearly a century. Prior to founding 
Patuxent Riverkeeper in 2004, Fred operated a business that provided 
professional media and mass communication services internationally, 
including a long stint working with and advising traditional healers 
in West Africa and coverage of the Falkands conflict in Argentina on 
assignment by the BBC. Fred also worked as a volunteer activist on 
the Patuxent for over 20 years until the momentum of the volunteer 
environmental work overcame his media career and the challenge of 
Riverkeeping beckoned.

Fred is a recipient of numerous awards and recognitions for his work 
on behalf of environmental causes and issues in Maryland. He also 
serves on a variety of boards, task forces and commissions related to the 
work of protecting the Patuxent and the natural environment. Among 
them, Fred serves on the Board of the Environmental Integrity Project, 
as a Governor appointed Commissioner on the State’s Patuxent 
River Commission and on the Board of Waterkeeper Alliance, the 
international group that licenses Waterkeepers. After a late life sojourn 
into law school, Fred is now an adjunct instructor at historic St. 
Mary’s College of Maryland, where he teaches an upper-level course in 
Environmental Law and Policy.

He is an avid kayaker, backpacker, and adventurer. In his spare time, he 
does trail maintenance on the Appalachian Trail, explores the Patuxent 
River by kayak, blacksmiths, writes and works on his farm.
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EXHIBITORS
Exhibit tables are set-up in the East Ballroom, and will be open  
8AM – 4PM on Monday, September 20th and 8AM – 1PM  
on Tuesday, September 21. 

BUSINESS
Barry Isett & Associates, PC 
(610) 398-0904 | www.barryisett.com 
Table #1
Creative Composites Group 
(814) 839-4186 | www.creativecompositesgroup.com 
Table #2
Herbert, Rowland & Grubick, Inc 
(717) 564-1121 | www.hrg-inc.com 
Table #3
Dahlkemper Landscape Architects and Contractors 
(814) 825-3253 | www.dahlkemperlandscape.com 
Table #4
Pashek +MTR 
(412) 321-6362 | www.pashekmtr.com 
Table #5
Erie Insurance 
(814) 870-2000 | www.erieinsurance.com 
Table #6
PennTrails, LLC 
(717) 486-4455 | www.penntrails.com 
Table #7
Erie Metropolitan Transit Authority 
(814) 452-2801 | www.ride-the-e.com 
Table #8
Urban Engineers 
(814) 453-2020 | www.urbanengineers.com 
Table #9
Prosser Power Group, LLC 
(814) 571-1478 | www.prosserpowergroup.com  
Table #20

NON-PROFIT
Asbury Woods 
(814) 835-5356 | www.asburywoods.org 
Table #10
Blue Zones Project Corry 
www.cory.bluezonesproject.com  
Table #11
Erie to Pittsburgh Trail Alliance 
www.eriepittsburghtrail.org 
Table #12

Lake Erie Region Conservancy 
(814) 490-3248 | www.lakeerieregionconservancy.org 
Table #13
Oil Region Alliance 
(800) 483-6264 | www.oilregion.org 
Table #14
Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources 
www.dcnr.pa.gov 
Table #15
Pennsylvania Downtown Center 
(717) 233-4675 | www.padowntown.org 
Table #16
Pennsylvania Equine Council 
(888) 304-0281 | www.pennsylvaniaequinecouncil.org 
Table #17
VisitErie 
(814) 454-1000 | www.visiterie.com 
Table #18
WeConservePA 
(717) 230-8560 | www.WeConservePA.org  
Table #19

THE WORLD’S  TOUGHEST 
ELECTRIC BIKES

Prosser Power Group, LLCP
JEFFREY PROSSER

je�rey@prosserpowergroup.com
PO Box 700 Milroy, PA 17063

PH:  814.571.1478
www.prosserpowergroup.com

http://www.barryisett.com
http://www.creativecompositesgroup.com
http://www.hrg-inc.com
http://www.dahlkemperlandscape.com
http://www.pashekmtr.com
http://www.erieinsurance.com
http://www.penntrails.com
http://www.ride-the-e.com
http://www.urbanengineers.com
http://www.prosserpowergroup.com
http://www.asburywoods.org
http://www.cory.bluezonesproject.com
http://www.eriepittsburghtrail.org
http://www.lakeerieregionconservancy.org
http://www.oilregion.org
http://www.dcnr.pa.gov
http://www.padowntown.org
http://www.pennsylvaniaequinecouncil.org
http://www.visiterie.com
http://www.WeConservePA.org
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COVID MITIGATION PROCEDURES
DO YOUR PART TO PROTECT THE HEALTH  
AND SAFETY OF ALL PARTICIPANTS!
Per state guidance, all event speakers, attendees, staff, and volunteers 
are strongly encouraged to wear a mask covering both nose and mouth 
when indoors (at both the convention center and offsite locations), 
and when riding in summit provided transportation. Masks are 
available at the registration desk.  

MAXIMUM OCCUPANCY IN CLASSROOMS 
To maintain proper spacing within classroom spaces, attendance will 
be monitored by event staff.  Attendees must adhere to the agenda 
outlined on the back of their name badge. If you are interested in 
transferring sessions, please see the registration desk.  No walk-ins or 
transfers will be accepted for sold-out sessions. No exceptions.

ENHANCED CLEANING AND SANITIZING
The Bayfront Convention Center staff continue enhanced cleaning 
procedures, including wiping down classroom surfaces and door 
handles regularly.  Hand sanitizing stations will be set up throughout 
the venue for the duration of the summit. 

INNOVATION | EDUCATION | ADVOCACY | PARTNERSHIP

@pecpa

@Pennsylvania
Environmental
Council

pecpa.org
For over 50 years, PEC has 
been a leading advocate for 
Pennsylvania’s air, land, and 
water. From the state capitol to 
your neighborhood trail, we’re 
convening partners to take on 
difficult problems and fostering 
stewardship of our shared 
environmental heritage.

Conservation Through Cooperation

The 
Woods 
are 
Calling

The 
Woods 
are 
Calling

asburywoods.org OIL
REGION
.ORG

A Museum You Can Hike, Bike,

Float & Fish

Experience Northwest PA's 

Oil Region National Heritage Area
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VisitErie Welcomes

Pennsylvania Greenways  
& Trails Summit

We help people live longer, 
better lives by improving 

their surroundings. 
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LakeErieRegionConservancy.org

Welcome WeConservePA
to Pennsylvania’s

Lake Erie
watershed.
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info@PennTrails.com

717-486-4455

www.PennTrails.com

Trails for people.

PROJECT
MANAGEMENT

FIELD-BASED
PLANNING + DESIGN

MAPPING +
SIGNAGE

TRAIL
ASSESSMENT

UNIVERSAL
DESIGN

EDUCATION
+ TRAINING



About WeConservePA
WeConservePA helps people protect, wisely use, and enjoy what 
nature offers. We advocate for pro-conservation, life-sustaining 
governmental policy and assist individuals and organizations in 
effectively and efficiently conserving land, advancing sustainable 
practices, and connecting people to the outdoors.

We are a community of conservation volunteers, professionals, 
and supporters. United around common interests and needs, 
we present a powerful force for conservation, and in sharing our 
knowledge and experiences, we are better equipped to make more 
and better conservation happen.

Please let us know how we can better help you with your greenway 
and trail endeavors. Join our efforts. Learn more  
at WeConservePA.org/join

Are you a good writer?
Do you have knowledge of a trail topic that would be useful to share?
Consider writing a guide.

WeConservePA welcomes proposals for 
development of guides to help people better 
understand or accomplish trail work, land 
protection and stewardship, land-use planning, 
organizational operations, and other matters.

Interested persons may also propose to expand or 
otherwise improve already published guides. 

WeConservePA negotiates payment for guide 
development based on the complexity and breadth 
of the particular project.

Please direct expressions of interest to Carol 
Grayshaw at cgrayshaw@WeConservePA.org.



The statewide Greenways & Trails Summit is vital to a well-connected 
and coordinated trails community working together to develop 
a statewide land and water trail network to facilitate recreation, 
transportation, and healthy lifestyles for all.  DCNR is proud to be a 
supporter of the 2021 Summit as we work toward the goal of a trail 
within 10 minutes of every Pennsylvanian.

 Lindsay Dill


