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PENNSYLVANIA  
GREENWAYS &  
TRAILS SUMMIT

SEPTEMBER 21–23, 2025 | HARRISBURG

CAPITAL CONNECTIONS TO GREENER PATHWAYSCAPITAL CONNECTIONS TO GREENER PATHWAYS



Civil & Environmental Consultants, Inc. | Dauphin County Parks & Recreation  
Environmental Planning & Design | Mackin Engineers & Consultants  

NV5 | Oil Region National Heritage Area  
Pennsylvania Environmental Council | Visit Hershey & Harrisburg 

Appalachian Mountain Club | Chesapeake Bay Foundation | Cycle Forward   
Eastern Pennsylvania Alliance of Climbers | Herbert, Rowland & Grubic, Inc.   

Hiking Hound Adventures, LLC | International Mountain Bicycling Association   
Kate’s Real Food | Keystone Trails Association | Manada Conservancy   

Michael Baker International | Pennsylvania Downtown Center   
Pashek+MTR | SusqueCycle

This project was financed in part by the Pennsylvania Recreational Trails Program,  
Federal Highway Administration, administered by the Pennsylvania Department of  

Conservation and Natural Resources, Bureau of Recreation and Conservation.

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

Front Cover: Swatara Creek - Manada ConservancyPE
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THANK YOU HOSTS AND PLANNING COMMITTEE
PLANNING COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Jenny McConnell  
Visit Hershey & Harrisburg (Host)

Michelle McKeown  
Dauphin County Parks & Recreation (Host)

Anthea Stebbins 
Dauphin County Parks & Recreation (Host)

Poppy Breining 
Susquehanna Greenway Partnership

George Connor 
Dauphin County Department of 
Community & Economic Development

Karen Dixon 
Tri-County Regional Planning Commission

Jennifer Dunlap 
Manada Conservancy

 

Joy Fronzoli 
Pennsylvania Department of  
Community & Economic Development

Kristen Hand 
Pennsylvania Department of  
Conservation & Natural Resources

Shawn Jacobs 
Manada Conservancy

Diane Kripas 
Capital Area Greenbelt Association

Mike Kuhn 
Pennsylvania Interscholastic Cycling League

Brook Lenker 
Keystone Trails Association

Paul Roundy 
Manada Conservancy

Sasha Ross 
City of Harrisburg

Emma Simpson 
City of Harrisburg

Leslie Warriner 
Susquehanna Greenway Partnership

Katie Wickert 
Pennsylvania Department of  
Conservation & Natural Resources

Shana Woomer 
Harrisburg Green Alliance

Lori Yeich 
Pennsylvania Department of  
Conservation & Natural Resources

Kristin Zeigler 
Pennsylvania Department of  
Conservation & Natural Resources

HOSTS

Front Cover: Swatara Creek - Manada Conservancy

Dauphin County Parks & Recreation enriches the region 
by preserving its natural, cultural, and historic treasures 
while providing diverse recreation opportunities. The 
system includes eight destinations — Detweiler Park, 
Fort Hunter Park, Fort Hunter Conservancy, Henninger 
Farm Covered Bridge, Lykens Glen Park, Sassafras Island, 
Wiconisco Creek Park, and Wildwood Park — all of 
which can be explored 
through the Park Passport 
program, a fun way to visit 
each site and earn rewards.

Visit Hershey & Harrisburg inspires travel to 
Pennsylvania’s capital region by highlighting the area’s 
unique blend of sweet attractions, rich history, vibrant 
culture, and outdoor adventure. From world-famous 
chocolate experiences in Hershey to the charm and energy 
of Harrisburg’s riverfront capital city, the region offers 
something unforgettable for every visitor.

Visit Hershey  
& Harrisburg

Dauphin County 
Parks & Recreation



EVENT FEATURES
EXHIBITORS
Enjoy over twenty exhibitors showcasing projects, products, and services dedicated to the development, preservation, and 
enjoyment of greenways and trails, including:

Appalachian Mountain Club
Chesapeake Bay Foundation
Civil & Environmental Consultants, Inc.
Cycle Forward
Dauphin County Parks & Recreation
Eastern Pennsylvania  
Alliance of Climbers
Environmental Planning & Design
Herbert Rowland and Grubic, Inc.
Hiking Hound Adventures, LLC

International Mountain  
Bicycling Association
Keystone Trails Association
Mackin Engineers & Consultants
Manada Conservancy
Michael Baker International
NV5
Pashek+MTR
Pennsylvania Department of  
Conservation and Natural Resources

Pennsylvania Downtown Center
Pennsylvania Environmental Council
Pennsylvania Interscholastic  
Cycling League
The Maintenance Institute
WeConservePA
Visit Widget LLC
Wilson Consulting Group, PC

SUSQUECYCLE
Free Bike Share Rides! 
SusqueCycle is the Harrisburg 
area’s bike share program, offering 
an exciting micromobility 
option to residents, commuters, 
and visitors. While you are in 
Harrisburg, try SusqueCycle for free!

Here is a quick guide to using the program:
1.	 Download the Movatic app.
2.	 Create an account.
3.	 Utilize the membership name: Greenway and Trails 

and password: Summit.

 

SUSQUEHANNA GREENWAY 
TRAVELING PHOTO GALLERY: 
Spanning five hundred miles along the Susquehanna 
River in Pennsylvania, the Susquehanna Greenway 
connects parks, trails, and river communities. Each year, 
the Susquehanna Greenway Partnership’s Photo 
Contest highlights the river’s landscapes, towns, and 
outdoor experiences. 

Now in its 14th year, the contest features rotating 
categories such as Transportation, Recreation, 
Landmarks, Susquehanna Adventures, Treasured 
Towns, and Landscapes of the Susquehanna. 
Photographers from across the state submit entries 
over a three-month period, with winners announced 
each summer. Discover the most recent photo contest 
winners displayed throughout the Summit.

ADVENTURE PRIZES
Attendees will not want to miss the chance to score exciting 
giveaways from our generous sponsors, partners, and trail 
enthusiasts! From gear to goodies, these prizes highlight 
the support of our community and add a little extra 
excitement to your event experience. Check out the prizes 
at registration and keep an eye out for your chance to win.

LOCAL AUTHOR BOOK NOOK
Explore the Written Here: Local Author Book Nook— 
a special collection of works by regional authors whose 
writing is inspired by the landscapes, greenways, and 
trails of the region.

Scan for Ride  
Start/End Instructions
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FLOOR PLAN

Harrisburg Hilton 
1 N. 2nd St., Harrisburg, PA 17101



RECREATION WITHIN REACH
Starting point:  Harrisburg Hilton. Sites arranged by distance, shortest to longest.

STRAWBERRY SQUARE (320 MARKET STREET)  
.1 mile (~3-minute walk)

Strawberry Square, in the heart of downtown 
Harrisburg, is a mixed-use hub featuring shops, 
dining, offices, schools, and community events —  
all centered around its signature atrium.

CAPITAL AREA GREENBELT  
AT RIVERFRONT PARK (200 S FRONT STREET)  
.3 miles (~7-minute walk)

The trail is a 20-mile loop through and around 
Harrisburg. It passes along the Susquehanna River 
through Riverfront Park, through wooded areas, 
urban offices, residential areas, and scenic parks, 
including Reservoir Park and Wildwood Park. A 
majority of the trail is on dedicated paths with parts 
on local roads. The trail is a mixture of paved, gravel, 
and crushed stone.

PENNSYLVANIA STATE CAPITOL COMPLEX  
AT CAPITOL PARK (NORTH 3RD STREET)  
.4 miles (~9-minute walk)

The Pennsylvania State Capitol Complex 
is comprised of the buildings owned by the 
Commonwealth and are centered around the capitol 
in Harrisburg. The Pennsylvania Capitol Grounds, 
officially named Capitol Park, comprises more than 
forty-five acres.

SOLDIER’S GROVE (531 COMMONWEALTH AVENUE)  
.5 miles (~11-minute walk)

Behind the Capitol, Soldiers Grove serves as the 
site of Pennsylvania’s Medal of Honor Memorial. 
The memorial records the names of recipients from 
different eras, beginning with the Civil War, and is 
also home to a marker honoring the United States 
Colored Troops Grand Review.

CITY ISLAND VIA WALNUT STREET BRIDGE  
.6 miles (~15-minute walk) 

The 63-acre island is a true gem of the Susquehanna 
River — the perfect place to relax, play, and take in 
sweeping views of the river and Harrisburg’s skyline.

RESERVOIR PARK (100 CONCERT DRIVE)  
1.7 miles (~45-minute walk)

Reservoir Park, Harrisburg’s oldest and largest 
municipal park, spans eighty-five acres atop Allison 
Hill. Perched at the city’s highest point, it offers 
panoramic views of the Capitol, Susquehanna River 
Valley, and Blue Mountains. Established in 1890, it 
houses the National Civil War Museum, vital city 
reservoirs, the Capital Area Greenbelt, community 
festivals, and the Chutes and Ladders playground.

ITALIAN LAKE (DIVISION STREET)  
2.5 miles (~56-minute walk)

Located in Uptown Harrisburg, Italian Lake is a 
beautiful human-made lake surrounded by walking 
paths, public seating and even an outdoor concert 
venue.

HARRISBURG ARTS DISTRICT  
(VARIOUS LOCATIONS)
Harrisburg’s cultural heartbeat thrives in 
its museums, murals, galleries, theaters, and 
performance spaces — all connected within the 
walkable Harrisburg Arts District, which spans parts 
of downtown, midtown, and the riverfront.

Harrisburg Arts District
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KEYNOTE SPEAKER: JULIE JUDKINS 
CO-FOUNDER, JUST~TRAILS
Trails as Lifelines:  
Advocacy in Action for a Connected Future
Julie Judkins leads a consulting practice dedicated to regenerating nature and 
communities through the power of trails. She develops programs that mobilize 
people as land stewards and advises communities and organizations worldwide 
on inclusive trail design, engagement, and management. In North Carolina, Julie 
coordinates the Great State Trails Coalition, advocating for statewide investment 
in trails. Previously, she led education and outreach at the Appalachian Trail 
Conservancy, creating award-winning youth and community initiatives. She also 
serves on the boards of the Partnership for the National Trails System and the 
World Trails Network, and maintains trails with the Carolina Mountain Club.
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MIKE PRIES  
COMMISSIONER, DAUPHIN COUNTY
SUNDAY | RECEPTION WELCOME

SHARON S. MYERS 
PRESIDENT AND CEO,  
VISIT HERSHEY & HARRISBURG
MONDAY | MORNING WELCOME

JUSTIN DOUGLAS 
COMMISSIONER, DAUPHIN COUNTY
MONDAY | MORNING WELCOME

KAREN LUTZ 
VICE PRESIDENT,  
KEYSTONE TRAILS ASSOCIATION
MONDAY | KEYNOTE INTRODUCTION

WANDA R.D. WILLIAMS 
MAYOR, CITY OF HARRISBURG
MONDAY | DINNER WELCOME

GEORGE P. HARTWICK, III 
COMMISSIONER, DAUPHIN COUNTY
TUESDAY | LUNCHEON WELCOME

CINDY ADAMS DUNN 
SECRETARY, PENNSYLVANIA DEPARTMENT OF  
CONSERVATION AND NATURAL RESOURCES
TUESDAY | LUNCHEON ADDRESS

MICHAEL CARROLL 
SECRETARY, PENNSYLVANIA  
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
TUESDAY | LUNCHEON ADDRESS

ANNE RYAN 
DEPUTY SECRETARY OFFICE OF TOURISM, 
PENNSYLVANIA DEPARTMENT OF  
COMMUNITY AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
TUESDAY | LUNCHEON ADDRESS

All Speakers

FEATURED SPEAKERS AND DIGNITARIES



Photo Credit: Wildwood Park - Visit Hershey & Harrisburg
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Photo Credit: Wildwood Park - Visit Hershey & Harrisburg

PROGRAM
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 21

MOBILE SEMINARS

Find Your Happy! Using Technology and Partnerships 
to Connect and Engage in Outdoor Recreation
10:00 AM–4:00 PM | DEPART FROM HILTON LOBBY
Kayla Harbert, Jason Meckes, Pam Cummings,  
Carl Dickson, Christian Wenner, Emily Rosmus

Paddling Toward Progress: 
Exploring the Swatara Creek Greenway
10:00 AM–4:30 PM | DEPART FROM HILTON LOBBY
Bethany Canner, Shawn Jacobs, Mike Adams

 
 
 
 
 
Cracks in the Foundation:  
Prioritizing Trail Maintenance
12:00 PM–1:30 PM | LELAND
Zhenya Nalywayko, Andrew Schwartz, Brett Hollern

Environmentally Sensitive  
Maintenance of Surfaced Trails
2:00 PM–3:15 PM | LELAND
Eric Nevel

Trailbuilding by Hand:  
Methods for Sustainability & Accessibility
2:00 PM–3:15 PM | BRADY
Patricia McGuire, Madison DeGerolamo

Tailoring Solutions to Ownership and Resources
3:30 PM–5:00 PM | GOVERNOR
Joe Morales, Donald Hedge, Jr., Keith Williams

Managing Native, Non-Native &  
Poisonous Vegetation Along Trails
3:30 PM–5:00 PM | LELAND
Melissa Bravo, Drew Rinaldi Subits

Sunday Reception
Summit Welcome
5:30 PM–8:00 PM | WHITAKER CENTER
Mike Pries, Commissioner, Dauphin County 
Jenny McConnell, Sales Manager,  
Visit Hershey & Harrisburg

All Speakers Full Course Information

THE TRAIL MAINTENANCE SYMPOSIUM, presented 
in partnership with The Maintenance Institute 
(themaintenanceinstitute.com), explores the challenges of 
maintaining sustainable, accessible, and resilient trails.

Photo Credit: Visit Hershey & Harrisburg



MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 22

RISE AND RIDE OUTINGS

SusqueCycle Greenbelt Bike Ride
7:00 AM–8:15 AM | DEPART FROM HILTON LOBBY
Karen Dixon 

Mountain Biking Harrisburg’s Trails - Natural 
Surface Trails in the Heart of the Capitol!
7:00 AM–8:15 AM | DEPART FROM HILTON LOBBY
Alex MacDonald, Mike Kuhn, Brandon Hoover

Program Welcome
9:00 AM–9:30 AM | BALLROOM
Sharon S. Myers, President and CEO,  
Visit Hershey & Harrisburg 
Justin Douglas, Commissioner, Dauphin County 
Karen Lutz, Vice President,  
Keystone Trails Association

Keynote: Trails as Lifelines — Advocacy  
in Action for a Connected Future
9:30 AM–10:30 AM | BALLROOM
Julie Judkins

THE NATURAL TRAIL EXPERIENCE

Why Natural Surface Trails Matter
11:00 AM–11:45 AM | HARRISBURGER
Jason Albright, Dave Weins,  
Elizabeth Allen, Brett Hollern

11:00 AM—12:00PM 

Building Active Transportation  
with Partnerships & Patchwork Funding
LELAND
Jordan Linhart, Barron Lacy,  
Daniel Paschall, Lisa Gaffney

Concept to Launch: Using Free  
Tools to Create Standout Content
BRADY
Poppy Breining, Alana Jajko

Industry to Ignition
GOVERNOR
Lori Yeich, Ray Marvin,  
Nate McCulloch, PE, Mike Domin 
 
 
Collaboration on Shared Use Trail Issues

PENN HARRIS
Jay Ziegler

HATS Regional Active Transportation Planning
WILLIAM PENN
Karen Dixon, Andrew Bomberger

THE NATURAL TRAIL EXPERIENCE

Building Success: How-to Techniques and 
Partnerships for Trail Development
12:15 PM–1:00 PM | HARRISBURGER
Alex MacDonald, Jeremy Wimpey, PhD,  
Brook Lenker, Jim Decker

1:15 PM—2:15 PM

Planning Greenways & Trails:  
From Concept to Completion
BRADY
Anna Hatten, RLA, LEED AP BD+C, Laura 
Ludwig, AICP, Lori Morgan, AICP
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From Forests to Skylines:  
The Future of Water Trail Management
GOVERNOR
Mark Kerr, Katie Craig

THE NATURAL TRAIL EXPERIENCE

Large-Scale Infrastructure Project on Forest Land
1:15 PM–2:15 PM | HARRISBURGER
Jeremy Wimpey, PhD,  
Jonathan Snyder, Jay Ziegler

 
Outdoor Places, Shared Spaces:  
Statewide Trail Planning
1:15 PM–2:15 PM | LELAND
Leslie Sarvis, Alex MacDonald, Brandon Hoover, 
Kristin Zeigler

Developing Regional ATV Trails—The NRAT Model
1:15 PM–2:15 PM | PENN HARRIS
Christian Nicholas

Trail Easements
1:15 PM–2:15 PM | WILLIAM PENN
Justin Hollinger

1:30 PM—5:30 PM

MOBILE SEMINARS 
THE NATURAL TRAIL EXPERIENCE

Experience Hershey’s Sweet Trails

PARTICIPANTS DRIVE TO HERSHEY
Mike Kuhn, Glen Rowe

Hike, See, & Learn about Natural  
Surface Trails on the Appalachian Trail
DEPART FROM HILTON LOBBY
Karen Lutz, Brook Lenker

MOBILE SEMINAR

Building a Sustainable Greenway —  
Plans, Partners & Restoration Projects

DEPART FROM HILTON LOBBY
Diane Kripas, Nate McCulloch, PE,  
Jared Mummert

2:45 PM—3:45 PM

Connecting Trails to State Parks,  
State Forests, and Game Lands
WILLIAM PENN
Joseph Basil, Lori Yeich,  
Marisa Sprowles, Curtis Noll

Closing the Lehigh Gap:  
Strategy, Design & Grants on the D&L Trail
BRADY
Liz Rosencrans, Chris Stanford, PE, AICP, Mike 
Szilagyi, AICP

Planning & Design for E-Bikes  
and Electric Mobility Devices
LELAND
Matt Ludwig

Charting the Course:  
Inclusive Fishing & Boating Strategies
GOVERNOR

From Resistance to Routes:  
ATV & UTV Access in the Oil Region
PENN HARRIS
Ken Bryan, Kim Harris

THE NATURAL TRAIL EXPERIENCE

IMBA: Modern Trails—Principles,  
Challenges & PA Potential
HARRISBURGER
Philip Milburn

THE NATURAL TRAIL EXPERIENCE offers an educational track on 
natural surface trail systems, featuring expert panels, breakout 
sessions, and mobile seminars.



MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 22 

4:00 PM—5:00 PM 

Advancing the Circuit Trails:  
Mile by Mile, County by County
LELAND
Donna Fabry, Sarah Stuart, Lou Hufnagle, AICP, 
Christian Regosch, Stephen Buck

THE NATURAL TRAIL EXPERIENCE

Long Distance Adventures:  
Planning the Tiltrock & PAW Mega Loops
HARRISBURGER
Al Germann, Jennifer Marsh

Beyond the Trailhead:  
Interactive Passports for Engagement
4:00 PM–5:00 PM | BRADY
Jason Meckes

Keeping Up with the Latest in  
Trail Design Best Practice
4:00 PM–5:00 PM | WILLIAM PENN
Carrie Long, AICP

4:00 PM =—5:30 PM

MOBILE SEMINAR

Historic Harrisburg Walking Tour  
& Active Transportation Showcase

DEPART FROM HILTON LOBBY
Karen Dixon, David Morrison,  
Samantha Pearson

Making the Connections:  
Enhancing Access to Outdoor Recreation
PENN HARRIS
Robert Pento, Trish Meek, Roy Gothie,  
Ngani Ndimbie

The State of Trail Towns in PA and Beyond
GOVERNOR
Amy Camp, Julie Judkins

Monday Reception and Dinner
Welcome
6:00 PM–8:00 PM | BALLROOM
Wanda R.D. Williams, Mayor, City of Harrisburg

 
 

Photo Credit: Wildwood Park - Visit Hershey & Harrisburg
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TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 23

RISE AND RIDE OUTINGS

SusqueCycle Greenbelt Bike Ride
7:00 AM–8:15 AM | DEPART FROM HILTON LOBBY
Karen Dixon

Mountain Biking Harrisburg’s Parkway Trails — Natural 
Surface Trails in the Heart of the Capitol!
7:00 AM–8:15 AM | DEPART FROM HILTON LOBBY
Alex MacDonald, Mike Kuhn, Brandon Hoover

MOBILE SEMINAR

Making the Greenbelt’s Fort  
Hunter Connection a Reality

8:30 AM–12:00 PM | DEPART FROM HILTON LOBBY
Anthea Stebbins, Mike Krempasky, Steve Deck

8:30 PM—9:30 PM 

Restoring Creeks and Railroads:  
A York County Case Study
GOVERNOR
Gwen Loose, Benjamin Uhler,  
John Affriol

A Tale of Two Trails: Winning PA’s Trail of the Year
PENN HARRIS
Cliff Kitner, Caytlin Lusk

Countywide Trail Planning:  
From Concept to Implementation

LELAND
Brian Styche, Stephen Buck

Strategic Trail Development:  
Allegheny County’s Path Forward
HARRISBURGER
Katie Kovalchik, Courtney  
Mahronich Vita, Ann Ogoreuc

 
 

Chain Reaction: Mountain Biking  
Draws Visitors & Vital Support
WILLIAM PENN
Louis Mazzante, Bree Nidds

Building Belonging:  
Partner Perspectives on Circuit Trails Access
BRADY
Barron Lacy, Ajoa Abrokwa,  
John Raisch, Connie Vandarakis, Emilia Crotty

9:45 AM—10:45 AM 

Maximizing Volunteer Engagement  
and Maintenance Budgets
LELAND
Jacob Gardner

Too Busy to Trail? Peer Support for Trail Professionals
PENN HARRIS
Amy Camp

Five Star Trail Relocation Project Case Study
WILLIAM PENN
Jeffrey Richards, Matthew Lokay

Wayfinding for Happy Trails:  
An Arduous, Transformative Process
BRADY
David Gonzalez, Brendan Salyarrds

 

Photo Credit: Wildwood Park - Visit Hershey & Harrisburg



9:45—10:45 AM 

Accessible Trails with Amtryke Bike Share
GOVERNOR
Penny Mason

Beyond Blazes: Creating More  
Accessible Wayfinding Systems
HARRISBURGER
Kelly Snavely, Kathy Hughes,  
Avery Van Etten

11:00 AM—12:00 PM

Making It Work: Strategies to  
Advance Complex Trail Projects
11:00 AM–12:00 PM | WILLIAM PENN
Mike Bloom

Trail Friendly Business Programs  
are Catch Free Connections!
11:00 AM–12:00 PM | LELAND
Alice Wanamaker, Owen Worozbyt

Ride. Respect. Protect:  
Youth Biking Shapes PA Outdoors
11:00 AM–12:00 PM | PENN HARRIS
Bill Kern, Jon Spahr

Gripes & Great Ideas:  
CNRAC & PTAC Feedback Session
11:00 AM–12:00 PM | GOVERNOR
Courtney Mahronich Vita, 
Silas Chamberlin

Churchill Valley Greenway:  
Piecing the Puzzle Perfectly
11:00 AM–12:00 PM | BRADY
Caitlin McCalla, Sara Thompson

Nature for All:  
Universal Access Trails in Natural Areas
11:00 AM–12:00 PM | HARRISBURGER
Brandon Tennis

Luncheon

12:00 PM–1:30 PM | BRADY
Welcome 
George P. Hartwick, III,  
Commissioner, Dauphin County

Address
Cindy Adams Dunn, Secretary, PA Department  
of Conservation and Natural Resources 
Michael Carroll, Secretary, PA Department  
of Transportation 
Anne Ryan, Deputy Secretary, Office of Tourism, 
PA Department of Community  
and Economic Development 

1:30 PM—2:30 PM 

Empowering Riders:  
“I AM Bike Buddy’s” Trail Access Initiative
BRADY
Joe Salva, Elizabeth Doyle,  
Owen Worozbyt

Managing Liability on Publicly Accessible Trails
HARRISBURGER
Justin Hollinger

Connecting South Central PA:  
Advancing Trail Networks
LELAND
Lori Yeich, Jason Meckes,  
Allen Dieterich-Ward, Patrick Starr

Little Conestoga Creek Blue/Green Connector
PENN HARRIS
Cory Rathman,  
Emily Landis, Brent Good

PROWAG Access Requirements  
for Shared-Use Paths
GOVERNOR
Juliet Shoultz
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All Speakers Full Course Information

Expanding and Building Stewardship  
in Pittsburgh’s Greenways
WILLIAM PENN
Isabella Gross, 
Mackenzie Pleskovic, AICP

2:45 PM—3:45 PM 

Linking Lives & Landscapes:  
Philadelphia Area Trail Connections
GOVERNOR
Maria Meraz, Bill Torr

Pathways to Health:  
Connecting Trails, Youth & Community
BRADY
Ryan Oelkers, David Saunders

Lessons Learned in Public Engagement
HARRISBURGER
Ramya Sivakumar,  
Rosa Mannion, Matt Ludwig

2:45 PM—4:15 PM

Response and Mitigation to  
Climate Impacts on Trails
LELAND
Diane Kripas, Jared Mummert,  
Cliff Kitner

Working Together:  
Volunteer & Nonprofit Expo Team
PENN HARRIS
Liz Rosencrans, Jonathan Gray,  
Robert Ostry, Tiffany Serra

Plan for Success: The Path to Shovel Ready Trails
WILLIAM PENN
Sarah Walter

Photo Credit: Capital Area Greenbelt - Capital Area Greenbelt Association



HONOR YOUR TRAIL:
NOMINATE IT FOR 2026  

TRAIL OF THE YEAR
Since 2014, the PA Trails Advisory Committee has 
annually presented the Trail of the Year award to 
celebrate Pennsylvania’s 14,000+ miles of public 
trails. The winning trail will receive a trailhead 
marker, a promotional poster, recognition in 
a DCNR news release, and a grant to support 
educational programs promoting safety and 
environmental stewardship. Nominations are 
open until October 31, 2025. Interested applicants 
should begin gathering letters of support, high-
quality digital trail photographs, and a trail map. 

For any questions, please contact 
RA-explorepatrails@pa.gov.

Photo Credits: Cambria County Conservation and Recreation Authority -  
Path of the Flood Trail - 2025 Trail of the Year
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EVENT EVALUATIONS
WeConservePA, along with the planning committee,  
speakers, and mobile seminar leaders, value your feedback. 
Please complete the session, mobile seminar, and overall event 
evaluations to help us improve and better serve your needs.

SESSION AND MOBILE  
SEMINAR EVALUATION

                            OVERALL EVALUATION

108 109

12pm-4pm
MOBILE SEMINAR

Halfmoon Creek
Partnership: Working

with Farmers to
Implement Best

Management Practices

Jennifer Dombroskie,
Ryan Hamilton,
Brian Heiser 
Mike Toolan,

Justin Ulanoski,
Suzy Yetter

HOTEL LOBBY

11am-12pm

Restoring Floodplains
for Climate Resilience

Kelly Gutshall

11am-12pm

The Basics of  
Land Protection via  
Fee-title Acquisitions

Sarah Costlow,  
Casey Markle  

1:30pm-3:00pm
From Concept to
 Detail Design:

The Path to  
Shovel-Ready Trails

Sarah Walter

1:30pm-3:00pm
Forest Resilience

Checklist: Assessing
What You Have and
Taking Action to

Improve It
Annie Maloney,
Allyson Muth

3:30pm-4:30pm
Timber Harvests on
Conserved Land

Guy Dunkle, 
Annie Maloney,  
Emma Thompson

3:30pm-4:30pm
Greenways 

Bolster Ecosystems  
and Land Trusts

Sean Brady,
Joey-Linn Ulrich

WeConservePA.org/conference

Pennsylvania  
Land 
Conservation  
Conference

 LANCASTER MARRIOTT | LANCASTER
April 29 - May 1, 2026

SAVE THE DATE

 

Photo Credit: Nick Gould, Courtesy of Lancaster ConservancyPhoto Credit: Fort Hunter Park - Dauphin County Parks & Recreation



THANK YOU  
FOR ATTENDING!

Photo Credit: Fort Hunter Park - Dauphin County Parks & Recreation
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THANK YOU  
FOR ATTENDING!

Back Cover Photo Credit: Wiconisco Creek Park - Dauphin County Parks & Recreation



ABOUT WECONSERVEPA
WeConservePA helps people care for, wisely use, and enjoy what 
nature offers. We help organizations and individuals to effectively 
and efficiently conserve land, protect and restore waterways, 
implement sustainable practices, and connect people to the 
outdoors. We foster understanding of conservation and advocate 
for pro-conservation governmental policy to promote a high 
quality of life for all.

WeConservePA brings leadership to a diverse array of 
organizations and individuals at work in communities across 
Pennsylvania. It builds communities of shared interests for land 
trusts, environmental advisory councils, trail groups, municipal 
open space programs, and others with conservation goals. It 
helps volunteers and professionals connect with and learn from 
one another, and provides them with resources, equipping them 
to make Pennsylvania a better place. And by uniting people who 
conserve land, protect and restore waterways, and foster healthy 
communities, WeConservePA creates a powerful advocacy voice 
for conservation.

WeConservePA.org/about


